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Abstract
The purpose of this research was the study of specifics of interpersonal relations and social roles of husband and wife in
families of Kazakh ethnos. The object of the research was Kazakh families living in rural and urban areas and with different 
language of communication. Families of Russian ethnos living in Kazakhstan were studied as a control group. The sample
volume was 204 families (408 people). The research used systematic approach. A range of social and psychological
techniques were applied to study interpersonal relations and social roles in the family. Results of the research demonstrated
that in a modern Kazakh family, interpersonal relations undergo the transformation from traditional type, with mandatory
leadership of man and the rigid distribution of responsibilities between husband and wife, to the modern egalitarian type. 
Transformation and widening of spectrum of male roles in the family can be observed. Alongside with transformation of 
marital relations, there is a certain commitment to national culture and traditions. This is manifested in the family-centric and
children-centric orientation, the importance of observance of rituals on all stages of life of every family member and the
family as a whole.
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1. Introduction
In the conditions of sovereign and independent Kazakhstan, there is an urgent need for comprehensive 
scientific study of the family, since the family is the important social institute of the society that is responsible for 
socialization of the personality of the future citizens. Future of the nation and the state depends on the successful
operation of the modern family and its social, economic, and psychological well-being.
Only reliance on the psychologically safe and stable family allows solving such serious issues as social 
orphanage, upbringing of the future generation in the spirit of patriotism and love to their Motherland, transfer to 
it of the cultural and spiritual heritage, and fight against such asocial manifestations of modern life as drug
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addiction and alcoholism. The family as a specific psychological system that acts as a subsystem of  
system remains the main source of social, political and economic development of the society. It produces and 
reproduces the main social wealth  the person.  
At the same time, the family acts as a tool to meet diverse individual needs of the person (spiritual, material, 
physiological, and psychological). Thus, in the unitary society-ethnos-family-  the 
family appears as a kind of mediator between the society as a whole and the human being as a person and 
performs the important functions of formation and maintenance of socially significant values, legal, moral and 
ethical standards of conduct. Systematic approach to the family allows analyzing the processes that happen in it 
and with it, given at the same time its particular qualities as a psychological system, as a small group, and a social 
institution. This is the advantage of conceptual analysis proposed by the authors in relation to such a phenomenon 
as "family". 
Modern processes of social and economic reconstruction of the society have a decisive influence on the 
transformation of marital and family relations and the general destabilization the institution of family. Social 
shifts in the field of marital and family relations at the turn of centuries are huge. They affect nearly all spheres of 
family life: from its structure (nucleation, changes in the composition of the family due to lower fertility) to the 
change of spousal roles (weakening of authoritarianism, more symmetrical functions of husband and wife) and 
functions in the family, making them more psychological and intimate (Kon, 1989). In these conditions, 
according to most experts, the modern family, when dealing with marriage and family issues, fails to meet its 
basic functions, which leads to a large number of divorces, an increasing number of disadvantaged and the so-
called dysfunctional families, low fertility, the male and female loneliness, difficulties in raising children, and 
more. These problems are observed also in Kazakh families due to inclusiveness of Kazakhstan in the global 
integration processes. In solving these problems, we cannot just copy or adopt the experience of other nations, as 
it does not consider the ethnic and cultural specifics and mentality of the Kazakh ethnos. Unfortunately, both in 
the Soviet and modern period of development of the Kazakhstani science, the researches of ethno-psychological 
peculiarities of formation, development and functioning of Kazakh family have not received due attention.  
The scientific reflection of a modern situation in Kazakhstan shows that psychology of marriage and family is 
getting its recognition as one of priority directions in the psychological science, along with the problems of 
education. It is evidenced by the Address of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbaev to the 
People of Kazakhstan:  is , 
which says about the realization of strategic social policy regarding family: children, mothers, senior generation 
(Nazarbaev, 2005).  
During the existence of our state, the scientific and methodological development and research on various 
issues of family psychology are just emerging, and this research is one of the first in this direction. The 
experience of other countries shows that the success and efficiency of the state national policy on family directly 
depends on the status of family psychology as the area of modern science. So, the priority task of the Kazakhstani 
psychologists is the conduct of considerate complex, interdisciplinary, valid and representative family researches, 
in the first place, of Kazakh families as representatives of the titular nation.  
In Kazakhstani psychological science, the Kazakh family was not yet studied as a complex psychological 
system.  
We realize that this research does not pretend for completeness and comprehensive coverage and is only an 
element in the formulation and further development of this complex, comprehensive and multidisciplinary 
problem that requires efforts of scientists and researchers from different fields of knowledge. 
2. Methodology and procedure of research  
This research was conducted in 2007-2011 to study the specifics of interpersonal relations and social roles of 
husband and wife in families of Kazakh ethnos.  
The research used a systematic approach in which the family is considered as a complex psychological 
system. 
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Subjects of research were the structural and functional-role peculiarities of interpersonal relations in the 
Kazakh family as a system (and in each of its subsystems) through the lens of social, ethnic and gender 
psychology. 
The objects of research were Kazakh families, different in living rural / urban areas, way of life (families of 
repatriated Kazakhs, families of Kazakh servicemen), and language of communication. Families of Russian 
ethnos living in Kazakhstan were studied as a control group. The sample volume  204 families (408 people). 
A mandatory condition was the study of couples from mono-ethnic families with the experience of living 
together for 10 years and more, with two or more children, who are in the first marriage. 
Comparative analysis was chosen as a method of organization of research.  
A range of social and psychological techniques was applied to study interpersonal relationships and 
social roles in the family. 
The techniques were selected taking into account the three-component structure of interaction including 
cognitive, emotional and behavioural components. The emotional component of relationship between husband 
and wife was studied using the marital satisfaction scale developed by Kabakova (2004). The cognitive 
 ("ROP") 
(Volkova, 1985), Gozman and Dubovskaya 
(Alyeshina et al., 1987), and the 
(SPOPS- The behavioural component was studied using 
the technique Nature of interaction of husband and wife in conflict situations by Alyeshina et al. (1987). 
The nature of the parent-child relationship was defined using the questionnaire on parental attitudes (ORO) by 
Varga and Stolin (2001). Sibling, family and kinship relations of Kazakhs were studied using the projective 
drawing techniques 
Eydemiller made by Kabakova (2010). 
It should be specially noted that the used standardized psychological techniques running on the Russian-
language sample were translated and adopted for the Kazakh-speaking respondents.  
3. Results of research 
The use of projective methods allowed revealing the qualitative peculiarities of inter-family relations in 
Kazakh families in comparison to Russian families. It was found that modern Kazakhs psychologically expand 
their nuclear family parents, brothers or sisters. 
A Kazakh family is a comprehensive psychological system with a ramous structure of interpersonal relations 
that spread vertically (kin relations), horizontally (in-law relationship), and diagonally (in-law relationship). Such 
expanded family is determined not so much by the fact of joint accommodation, but by psychological affinity and 
inclusion in the personal space of the person of his significant relatives, first of all
parents, brothers or sisters. This indicates a high degree of psychological affinity and identification of the family 
members with each other in comparison to the representatives of other ethnic groups, and suggests the 
 
Interpersonal relations in a modern Kazakh family are determined by the national culture and traditions. This 
is manifested in the prevailing family- and children-centric orientation, respect and veneration of older family 
members, the importance of observance of rituals on all stages of life of every family member and the family as a 
whole, differential attitude to close and distant relatives depending on their genus affinity and on the degree of 
relationship to the father, mother or the spouse. 
The hypothetic existence of qualitative peculiarities in the structural and functional-role characteristics of 
marital and family relations in Russian and Kazakh families was partially confirmed. The peculiarities emerge, 
first of all, in such subsystems of the family as parent-child relations, and in the system of family and kinship 
relations as a whole: a nuclear family  an expanded family. In the subsystem of marital relations, similar trends 
are observed in Russian and Kazakh families, though their manifestation rate is different. In other words, in 
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Kazakh families we now observe flexible sharing of family responsibilities between husband and wife, the 
significant expansion of male role repertoire in the family. 
Families with "mixed" type of relations prevailed in the sample of Kazakh families different by social factors 
(city and rural families, families of repatriated Kazakhs, families of Kazakh servicemen). "Mixed" type of 
relationship is shown in the combination of traditional and modern mindsets, ideas, behavior patterns. At that, we 
revealed the prevalence and approval of behaviors relevant to the customs and traditions in the sphere of parent-
child relations and the relations with relatives from the expanded family, and the prevalence of the advanced 
mindsets which value most the personal qualities of the partner in the sphere of the marital relations.  
We found no purely traditional or purely modern families. 
We discovered a significant impact of the factor of language on the family values and mindsets of urban 
Kazakh families. This is manifested in relation to children: urban Russian-speaking Kazakhs tend to provide 
more freedom and autonomy to their children in comparison to the Kazakh-speaking Kazakhs living in the city, 
villages, the repatriates and the families of servicemen. In general, Kazakh-speaking parents, regardless of their 
place of residence, social status, tend to more symbiotic relationship with their children. This suggests that in 
modern urban Kazakh families the factor of language has a significant impact on psychological peculiarities of 
interpersonal relations in the family, and in particular on the world of parenting.  
4. Conclusions 
1) In a modern Kazakh family, interpersonal relationships undergo the transformation from traditional 
type, with mandatory leadership of man and the rigid distribution of responsibilities between husband and wife, 
to the modern egalitarian type. The latter is characterized by flexibility and symmetry in distribution of family 
responsibilities and gender equality. 
2)  Transformation and widening spectrum of male roles in the family.  
3)  Along with transformation of gender relations in a "husband-wife" subsystem, there is a certain 
commitment to national culture and traditions. This is manifested in the family-centric and children-centric 
orientation, respect and veneration of older family members, the importance of observance of rituals on all stages 
of life of every family member and the family as a whole.  
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